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Introduction

London is the biggest city in Britain. Over seven million

people live and work in London.

London is also one of the most important cities in the

world. It is a centre for business and tounsm.

There are many exciting things to do in London. The

city has got some of the best theatres and museums in

the world. There are a lot of places to go at night. It is a

fun city!

This book begins with a br ief  history of London.

Then we wi l l  look at  th ings you can see and do in

London today.

Shoppers in Oxford Street

Roman London was cal led Londinium

History of London

The Romans

The Romans came to Britain in AD 43. They built a

town on the River Thames. Thev cal led the town

Londinium.

Soon, they built a bridge over the river. Londinium

grew bigger. Ships came to the town from all  over

Europe.
The Romans built roads from Londinium to other

parts of  Br i ta in.  By the year 400, there were f i f ty

thousand people living in the city.



William the Conqueror

In 1066, \Ti l l iam the Conqueror came to England.
William was the Duke of Normandy in France. He won
the Battle of Hastings and he became King of England.

Wil l iam l ived in London but he was afraid of the
people of London. He built the White Tower to feel safe.
Now it is the tallest part of the Tower of London.

Many tourists visit the Tower of London every year.
The Crown Jewels - the Queen's gold and jewels - are
kept there.

Al l  the Kings and Queens of  England l ived in
London. It was the biggest town in England. By 1600,
there were more than two hundred thousand people
living in London.

Shakespeare's London

Shakespeare was born in Stratford-on-Avon in 1564.

Later, he lived in London. Shakespeare wrote thirty-six

plays. They are still read and performed all over the world.

The plays were performed in the Globe Theatre. The

theatre was destroyed by a fire in 1613. In 1997, a new

Globe Theatre was built in the same place. You can learn

more about the new Globe Theatre in Chapter 5.





The River Thames

The River Thames is part of London's history. It has
always been at the centre of the city.

Unti l  1749, there was only one bridge across the
river: London Bridge. There were houses and shops on
the bridge. Often, the r iver froze in the winter and
people walked on the ice.

In the nineteenth century, many new bridges were
built. Now there are more than twenty bridges over the
River Thames. The Millennium Bridge and the
Hungerford footbridges are new. Many of the Thames'
bridges are lit up at night. They look very beautiful.

Places to Visit

You can visit many interesting places in London. Yott

can f ind some of these places on the map on pagcs

r4-r5.
In London you are never far from the River Thames.

Many tourists go on boat trips from Tower Bridge to

Westminster.

Another good boat t r ip is to Greenwich. ln

Greenwich you can visit The OId Royal Obseruatory. The

boat passes a lot of famous buildings.

l l

Tower Bridge at night A boat tr ip on the River Thames
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There are some fine, modern buildings on the South
Bank. You can see The Royal Festival Hall and The Tate
Modern. There are also many art galleries, restaurants
and bars on the South Bank.

On the South Bank, you can visit the Imax Cinemn"
with its huge screen or you can go on the London Eye.
The London Eye is a big wheel that takes you 135 metres
above London. It is the slowest big wheel in the world
and the best way to see the whole city. You can see for
forty ki lometres in al l  directions. You can see old
buildings like St Paul's Cathedral and Wndsor Castle, and
new buildings like theMilbnniumDome and the Gherkin.

IZ

The London Eye
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The Gherkin is a glass bui ld ing.  I t  looks l ike a

vegetable! From the London Eye you can also see the

tall buildings in Canary Wharf . Canary Wharf is a new

centre of business in London.

Most of the famous old buildings are north of the

river. The Houses of Parliament ate in 'Westminster. They

are the centre of the British government. People call the

tall clock tower by the Houses of Parliament Big Ben. In

fact, Big Ben is the name of one of the bells. There are

many govemment buildings in this area. Downing Sneet

is nearby. The Prime Minister l ives in number 10,

Downing Street.

The Houses of Parliament
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Churches

Westminster Abbey is one of the most famous churches in
London. It is very near to the Houses of Parliament. The

Abbey is more than nine hundred years old. In 1953,

Queen Elizabeth II was crowned there.

Another great London church is St Pazl's Cathedral.It

was built by Sir Christopher Wren after the Great Fire of

1666. From the top there is a good view of the City of
London. You can visit the cathedral by walking across
The Millennium Bridge, from the South Bank.

The Mil lenium Bridge and St Paul 's Cathedral

t6 11
LI

The National Gallery and the lions of Trafalgar Square

Art Galleries

You can find many art galleries in London. The most

famous is the National Gallery in tafalgar Square. It has

many famous paintings. You can see paintings by Turner,

Constable,  Goya, Van Dyck, Leonardo da Vinci ,

Michelangelo, Rembrandt, Renoir, Rubens and Titian.

Another well-known London gallery is The Tate

GaIIery, on the north bank of the river Thames. It was

buil t  in 1897.

The Thte Modern is a new gallery: it opened in 2000.

It has a lot of modern art col lections by art ists l ike

Picasso and Andy Warhol.



An Egyptian artefact at the British Museum

Museums

London has many interesting museums. The British
Museum is one of the largest museums in the world.
There are thousands of exhibits and over five kilometres

of galleries. The museum has regular special exhibitions,
for  example,  ancient Roman and Greek art ,  the
Egyptians and the Anglo-Saxons.

Another interesting museum is the Victoria and
Albert. It has got the world's largest dress collection. It
exhibits objects as well as paintings. These objects include:

fumiture, carpets, ceramics, sculpture and jewellery.

18 T9

Palaces

Buckingham Palace is the London home of the Queen.
You can walk from Westminster Abbey to the Palace. It

is a pleasant walk through St James's Park.

Soldiers always guard the palace. At half past eleven

every morning, you can watch the soldiers change guard.

The Queen's GaIIery is in Buckingham Palace. You can

visit  the gallery and see the Queen's col lection of

parntrngs.

Another of the Queen's homes is Windsor Castle.

Windsor is near the River Thames, about for ty

kilometres from London. The castle is eight hundred

years old.

rFtrT

Buckingham Palace



Parks

London is well known for its parks. There are more than
eighty of them! The most famous parks, near central
London, are Hyde Park, Regent's Park and Sc /ames's
Park. They are all royal parks.

Hyde Park is a large park of three hundred and forty
acres. In the sixteenth century, King Henry Vlll hunted
wild animals there! Today people relax on the grass and
skate and cycle on the paths.

The Serpentine is a lake in the middle of Hyde Park. In
the summer, you can go on a boat or swim there.

Speol<ers' Comer is also in Hyde Park, near Marble Arch.

Anyone can make a speech there.

Regent's Park is very beautiful. It is home to the

London Zoo. Therc are more than six thousand animals

and birds in the zoo. There is an open-air theatre in

Regent's Park. You can watch Shakespeare's plays there

in summer.
A lot of big, outdoor concerts are held in London's

parks. Other parks to visit are HampsteadHeath in North

London andClaplwmCommon in South London.

A music concert in a London park
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Travelling in London

The tube is London's underground railway. Its train lines

can take you all over the city.

Some of the lines are very old. The Metropolitan

Line opened in 1863. It is the oldest in the world. The

Piccadilly Line runs from Heathrow - London's largest

airport - to the centre of London.

You can see much more of London from a bus. There
are special open-top bus tours for tourists. They show
you the sights of the city. The bus tours include river

cruises and walking tours.
The tourist buses leave from Green Park. Victoria

station and Marble Arch.

{.r lp

The Docklands Light Railway (DLR) is a modern

railway line. Its trains don't have drivers! The DLR is a
good way to see the Docklands and East London.

There are a lot of taxis in London. The drivers are

usually friendly and helpful. You should only use black

cabs or licensed taxis. The roads are very busy in Central
London. There is a Congestion Charge for every car in

central  London on weekdays. You can pay your

Congestion Charge online or in shops.

J. I
I

Passengers on an open-top bus

London's underground railway - the tube
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The buses and tube get very busy in the morning

between eight o' clock and ten o'clock. They are also

busy in the evening between five o' clock and half past

six. It is better not to travel at these times.

You will find information centres and websites in

Chapter 6 to help you travel around London.

Shopping

London is world famous for its shopping. Oxford Srreet is
London's main shopping centre. Selfridges is a well-

known department store on Oxford Street. The most
famous shop in London is Harrods. It is in Knightsbridge.
You can buy anything you want in Harrods!

Harrods at night
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There are a lot of shops in Couent Garden. In the

1600's, Covent Garden was a fruit and flower market.

Now you can buy clothes and antiques there. You can

visit the cafes and bars. Covent Garden is famous for its

street performers. You can see circus performances,

singing and theatre on the street!

Soho is in central London. It is a good place to buy

music. People go to Bond Streer and Marylebone High

Sneet to buy clothes and furniture.

There are also hundreds of markcts itr l-ontl,rrr. ' l ' lrt 'y

sel l  al l  k inds of things: fcrod, ckrthes, jcwcl lcry,  nrrrsic

and furni ture.  The two best known murkcts i r rc

Portobello Road and Camden. Portobello Road is in Wcst

London, in Notting Hill. You can go there by tube. The

nearest stat ions are Nott ing Hi l l  Gate and Ladbroke

Grove. The market sells exciting things. You can buy old

clothes and ant iques there.  I t  is  very popular on a

Saturday.

Camden Market is in North London. It is famous for

art  and music.  Many young people go to Camden

Market.  Other popular markets in London are

Spinlfields, G r eenwich and P etticoot Lane.

HIrr'i

Street performers in Covent Garden Gamden Market
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London at Night

Pubs, Bats and Clubs

There are more than seven thousand public houses in

London! Public houses - or pubs - are usually open all

day and all evening. You can eat and drink in pubs. In

some pubs you can hear live music.

There are a lot of famous, old pubs in London. The
Prospect of \fihitby, in East London, is a vcry old pub. lt
was built in 1520. The l-amb and FIng in Covent Garden
is more than three hundred years old. Covent Garden

also has a lot of bars. They stay open much later than
pubs. Bars often have dancing.

Noring Hill is a good place to visit at night. It has the
largest carnival in Europe. More than a million people
go there every August. They look at the colourful
costumes and dance.

Outside the pubs in the West End Nofting Hill Garnival
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There are many nightclubs in London. Some

nightclubs stay open all night. You will find many bars

and clubs in Soho. They play all kinds of different music.

You can hear live music and bands in London too.

You can buy a newspaper or entertainment guide to find

out what live events are happening.

Theatres and Cinemas

Most theatres and cinem:rs in London irrc in thc Wc.st
End.The nearest tube stations are Piccadilly Circus and

Leicester Square. You can see al l  k inds of pl i rys and

shows in London's theatres.  There are musicals.

comedies and plays by modem writers.

A live band at The Mean Fiddler in London West End theatres at night
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TheNationalTheatre and the BarbicanCentre are good

places to see plays.

You can also go to the Globe Theatre, by the River

Thames. I t  is  a modern theatre but i t  looks l ike

Shakespeare's Globe. You can see a picture of the new

Globe on page 7. You can also see Shakespeare's plays at

the open'air theatre in Regent's Park.

You can see first showings of new films in West End

cinemas. There are also a lot of small cinemas all over

London. They show interesting, low-budget films.

Restaurants

ln Soho there are many foreign restaurants and caf6s.

You can go for an expensive meal there, or you can eat

very cheaply. There are a lot of good Chinese restaurants

on Gerrard Street in Soho. The area is known as

Chinatown.

You can eat food from all over the world in London.

You can go ro French, Italian, Spanish, Caribbean, Thai,

Greek, Tirrkish, Indian, Japanese, Afr ican or Chinese

restaurants. Some of the most famous restaurants in the

world are in London.

)L ) )



Information and Advice

Perhaps you will visit London one day. Here is some

advice:

o Buy a good map.
. Check the intemet to find out what is on.
o Remember to ask for help - people can be friendly.
. London is a great city - have fun!

Tourist Offices

The British Visitor Centre

I Lower Regent Street (near Piccadilly Circus)

There is also the London Visitor Centre in Arrivals at

Waterloo International Station. www.visitbritain.com

The London Tourist Board

Go to www.londontouristboard.com

Tiavel Information

tansport for London (TfL) travel information offices

are at:
Piccadilly Circus, Euston, Liverpool Street, Paddington

and Victoria train stations, Victoria Coach Station, and

Heathrow, Terminals one, two and three, West Croydon

Bus Station and Camden Town Hall.

Twenty-four hour phone line: 020 77ZZ 1734

\ilebsite : www.tfl. gov.uk

Useful websites

www.londontown.com This is a website for first-time

visitors to London. It has information on hotels, sights

and restaurants.

www.24hourmuseum.co.uk This is a website with

information on every single museum in London.

Here are some good websites with information on hotels,

theatres, cinemas, pubs and bars:

www.londonnet.co.uk

www.viewlondon.co.uk

www. timeout.com/ondon

Here are some websites to help you find an address and
plan your route:

www.streetmap.co.uk
www.multimap.co.uk

Useful telephone numbers

Emergency -  pol ice,  f i re or ambulance: nat ional

emergency 999

Directory enquir ies: 118 500 or 118 118
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Exercises

Prepositionsz in at on

Put the coffect preposition in the foll,owing sentences!

I london is the biggest city .............. Britain.

2 There ate lots of places to go .............. night.

3 The Romans built a town the River Thames.

4 Shakespeare was bom Stratford-on-Avon.

5 Charles Dickens lived .........-"... Doughty Street.

6 You can tide all over the city the tube.

7 The Metropohtan is the oldest underground line ............'. the

world.

8 You can get a river boat Westminster Bnrdg..

Jumbled sentences: put the words in the correct order

These ate sentences from the book. Can you put the words in the

correct order?

What can you do? Where?
Use the words and phrases in the boxes. Make sentences like the
example:

A good place to go: questions and answers

Make questions for these answers. The first one is an example:

Whse

Chatles Dickens lived in Doughty Smeet.

Z Wlrgr.

The Grcat Fire of Inndon srarted in September 1666.

3 Hout

Westminster Abbev is more than nine hundred vears old.

4 Hattt

The London Eye is 135 metres high.

5 Wrrurt

Big Ben is the name of a bell and also the name of a clock tower.

You can go by visiting inside Buckingham Palace the

Queen's Gallery.

The Hyde Park is Serpentine in the middle of a lake.

36

L

37



Locations: places on a map

Here are some of the underground stations and places in central

London.

Anagram Information

OLL NI(IHT TIN ls ts l trlru ii l,rriirrnrr,ll
cnrnival.

Complete the story: fill in the gaps

Use the words in the box to complete the story.

homeless died old in cleaner rubbish bad

people bakery ciry houses and stafted fire of

the a understand ate Thames davs destroved

called It

The Plague and the Gteat Fire of London

The populat ion ofLondon .. . .1665 was about 250,000

. I t  was the largest . . . .  in Europe. But the

were very c lose together,  0. . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  the houses were

made 5. .  .  wood. There were many f i res in 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o ld

clty.

London *" ,  7. . .  .  d i r ty c i ty.  People threw 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  inro

the streets.  Dogs and rat ,  
o. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  rhe rubbish.  The River

was an open sewer. I t  smelt . . . . . .  .  Sickness

spread quickly. In 1665 people t2.. .  to die from a disease

. ... .... the bubonic plagze Thousands of people

. . . . . . . f rom this disease. Docrors did not . . . .  how rhe

disease spread.

There was a great 15... . . . . . . . . . . . . in the fol lowing year. The Grear Fire of

London started in a 16.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l t  lasted for f ive 17

from 2nd September 1666.18 destroyed almost all of the

ci ty.  Over 13,000 houses *ere 20.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  Over

100,000 people becam" 21... . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  but very few people died in the

fire.

After the f ire, London ras a 22... . . .  place - for a shorr r ime.

LONG DONE BIRD

LAST SUP

MUST BRUISE HIM

QUEST SEALER ICER

STARK PENCER

MINT STEWERS

AVIRICOT

This was the first bridge to

cross the river Thames.

You can see this cathedral

from the Londan Eye.

You can see old Greek and

Roman art here.

Many theatres and cinemas

are near here.

London Zoo and an open-alr

theatre are in this place.

The Houses of Parliament

and Big Ben are here - and a

famous abbey.

This is the name of a famc,us

Queen of England.

The Royal Opera House is

here, and many bars and

outdoor cafes.
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Can you work out these place names? The first one is an example.

TENDRAVEN COG
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